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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Vermont Children’s Performance Indicator Project Advisory Group 
 
FROM: John Pandiani 

Brad James 
 

DATE:  August 21, 1997 
 
RE:  Disability Category of Special Education Students  
 
 
This week’s analysis focuses on the numbers and rates of children and adolescents served 
under 6 special education categories in Vermont.  
 
We look forward to your comments on the quality of the data, the appropriateness of the 
analysis, and the effectiveness of the presentation of these data, as well as your 
interpretation of the results. 
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Disability Category of Special Education Students 
 

Question: Does the number of special education students in different disability 
categories vary among gender and age groups?  
 
Data:  The Vermont Department of Education provided a database of all the children 
and adolescents (21 and under) classified as special education students as of December 
1, 1996.  The database includes the disability category for each individual, their school, 
date of birth, and gender code. 
 
Analysis: Vermont’s fourteen disability categories were grouped into 6 categories for 
purposes of analysis.  Percents for each disability category and age group are based on 
the total number of children and adolescents in each disability category.  Rates per 1,000 
children and adolescents are based on the total number of individuals in each age group 
statewide. 
 
Results: Of the 12,322 children and adolescents served by special education in 
Vermont, 13% are on an individualized education plan (IEP) for emotional behavioral 
disorders. Nationally, 8.5% of all students with disabilities were classified as having 
emotional behavioral disorders in1992.1   
 
The largest category of individuals are classified as having a specific learning disability 
(37%).  Physically impaired individuals comprised 22% of the all special education students 
followed by developmentally delayed children and adolescents (17%), and children and 
adolescents with learning impairments (11%). 
 
Seventy one percent of Vermont children and adolescents with disabilities are male.  The 
difference by gender is greatest in emotional behavioral disorders (78% male) and specific 
learning disabilities (74% male) but is evident in every other category. 
 
Among children and adolescents with emotional behavioral disorders, 11 to 13 year olds 
are the age group with the highest per capita rate (16 per 1,000) followed by 14 to 21 year 
olds (14 per 1,000), and 6 to 10 year olds (8 per 1,000).   
 
Children and adolescents diagnosed as learning impaired show a similar pattern – 11 to 13 
year olds have the highest rate (13 per 1,000) followed by 14 to 21 year olds and 6 to 10 
year olds (9 per 1,000 each).  
 
Next Questions: What is the overlap between special education, mental health, and 
SRS caseloads in Vermont? Do special education rates vary among geographic areas? 
Have these rates changed over time, and will they change in the future?   
 

_________ 
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